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THE TRIADS.— No. XXII. 



TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN : 

(relating to ARTHUR*.) 

I. The three Fair Ladies of Arthur's Court: Dywir the 
golden-haired, Enid the daughter of Yniwl the Ear! [of Devon], 
and Tegao Eurvron ; that is to say, they were the three ex- 
alted ladies of the Court of Arthur. 

[Triad i;f;xviii. of the first series in the Archaiology agrees 
with this, only omittiog the word " fair," for which " exalted" is 
substituted. It does not occur in the second series. Enid, here 
mentioned, was the mistress of Geraint ab Brbin ; Tegau was the 
wife of Caradawg Vreichvras, and is recorded, in a former Triad, 
as one of the three " chaste women" of Britain. See vol. ii. p. 
436. She is also celebrated by the bards as having had three ra- 
rities which became none but herself— her mantle, her golden 
goblet, and her knife.] 

II. The three Wives of Arthur, that is to say, the three 
Chief Ladies : namely,: Gwenhwyvar the daugliter of Gwythyr 
the son of Greidiawl, andGwenhwyvar the daughter of Gawryd 
Geint, and Gwenhwyvar the daughter of Gogyrvan Gawr. 

[Triads tix. of the first series, and xvi. of the second, agree 
with this in the names, but do npt call them the " wives" of Ar- 
thur. The only other memorials, we have of tliese ladies or their 

• Tlie following seventeen Triads arc those, whirh we noticed, in vol. 
ii. p. 438, as being reserved out of the collection already tr .instated. The 
originals of the first fifteen may be fonnd in the Aich. of Wales, vol. ii. 
p, 73-5, and of the last two in page 80 of tlio same volnnie. Our readers 
»lionld be informed, that these Triads, as well as those that preceded them, 
arc translated from the third and fullest scries iu the Archaiology, and 
complete the number there given. 
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sires, are that Gogynran Gawr is stated to hare been a chieftain 
of North Wales, and that the slap, given by his daughter to 
Gwenhwyvach wife of Medrawd, produced the Battle of Camlan. 
See Gahbro-Britow, vol. ii. p, }0.] 

III. The three Chief Mistresses of Arthur: Garwen t])e 
daughter of Henyn Prince of Gwyr and Ystrad T3rwy, and 
Gvrjl the daughter of Enddawd of Caerworgon, and Indeg the 
daughter of Avarwy Hir of M^eliepydd. 

[Triad lx. of the first series agrees with this, as does Triad 
XVII. of the second. There are no other records of these ladies.} 

IV. The three Chief Courts of Arthur : Caerlleon on the Usk 
in Wales, Celliwig in Cornwall, and Peiiryn Khionydd in 
the North ; and in these three were kept the three princip'a} 
festivals — Christmas, Easter, and Wbi^untide. 

[The circumstances, here recorded, are to be found in Triads 
Lvii. and Lviii. of the first series, but do not occur in the se- 
cond. Caerlleon on the Usk is in Monmouthshire, and, accord- 
ing to an account inserted in the last Number, page 361, was 
founded by Beli, 401 years before Christ. . We are at a loss to dis- 
cover the situation of Celliwig, unless it is to be identified, as 
some have imagined, witii Pendennis Castle. The name, ap- 
proaching nearest tp Celliwig of any in Cornwall, is Kellington. 
Penryn Rhionydd is thought to have been the Point of Galloway 
in Scotland, and was, probably, the seat of the ancient Prince^ 
of Cumbria.] 

V. The three Free and Dissatbfied Guests of Arthur's 
Court: Dywarch Hfen ab EUdyr Lydanwyn, and Llemenig. 
and Ileiddyn Hir ; and these vrere sons of bards. 

[Triad txxi. of the first series agrees with this; but there is 
no corresponding memorial in the second, Llywarch H6n has 
been recorded in other Triads, before translated, and a biogra- 
phical memoir of him may be found in the first volume : of the 
two personages, here joined with him, and who were also bards, 
we are not aware that there are any other notices among our an- 
cient remains.] 

VI. The three Compeers of the Court of Arthur : Dalldav 
son of Cynin C6v, and Trystan son of March ab Meirchion, 
and Rhyhawd son of Morgant ab Adras. 

[Triad lxxxix. of the first Series corresponds with this, but 
It does not occur in the second. We have no other memorials of 
these chieftains.] 

VII. The three Sovereign Chieftains of Arthur's Court : Go- 
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ronwy ab Ecfael IForddvrfdWrll, and Gadraith ab Porthor 
Oodd, and Fleidyr Flam son of Godo; that is to say, they 
ytete three Prioces haVittg possession of territory and doqii- 
nion, and preferred, notwitlistanding, remaining as knights in 
the Court of Arthur, as deeming that superior to all honour 
and rank, and they went by the name of the Three Just 
Knights. 

[The events, comprised in this Triad, are not recorded in ei- 
ther of the other series ; nor have we any other acconnt of these 
personages, except that Cadair, ander the name of Cadair ail 
Seithin Saidi, will be found in a subsequent Triad. We believe 
both Seithin Saidi and Porthor Godo to have some mythological 
allusion, and which, as far as we recollect, has been examined by 
Mr, Davips in his " Mythology and Rites of the Druids."] 

VIII. The three Golden-tongued Knights of Arthur's Court: 
Gwalchmai ab Gwyar, and Drudwas the son of Tryphin, and 
Eliwlod ab Madawg ab Uthyr ; and the wisest of all the wise 
of their time were they, and so fair and gentle their deport- 
ment, and so eloquent and placid their whole discourse, that 
none could fail in giving them what they required. 

[Triad lxxxii. of the first series agrees with this, which, 
however, is not found in the second. Among some Various Read- 
ings of the Triads (Amrywiaethau), inserted in the Archaiology, 
(vol. ii. p. 75~80), is given the following reason, why these per- 
sons were called the " three golden-tongued knights :" — " be- 
cause there was neither king, nor earl, nor lord, whom they ad- 
dressed, that would not attend to them, and whatever request 
they made they would obtain whether with a good will or not." 
Gwalchmai occurs in a subsequent Triad, and is a principal cha- 
racter in one of the Mabinogion : there are no bther memorials of 
the two other chieftains.] 

IX. The three Wise-counselling Knights of Arthur's Court : 
Cynon the son of Clydno Eiddyn, and Arawn the son of 
Cynvarch, and Llywarch Hfen the son of Elidyr Lydanwyn ; 
and nothing but prosperity was derived from every counsel 
they gave to the property of those that followed it, and mis- 
fortune befel wherever their counsels wore not acted upon. 

[The first series. Triad lxxxvi., merely mentions the names; 
and the second has no notice of them. In the " Various Read- 
ings" the following addition occurs. " And these three knights 
were the counsellors of Arthur in whatever war or danger he was 
concerned, and they gave him such counsel that no one could 
gain advantage over him, and through tliis he overcame all na- 
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lions by means of three things, which he followed, namely, good 
hope, and the sacred arms that Jesus Christ sent him, and the 
Talour of his soldiers ; and, therefore, he wpre on his head twelve 
croffns, and became Emperor in Rome." Cynon, hefe mention- 
ed, has been recorded in a former Triad as one of the " three 
faithful lovers ;" he was a chief of North Britain, and repeated 
notices of him occur in the Gododin of Aneurin, as one of the 
principal heroes in the Battle of Cattracth. Arawn was also a 
ohieftainof the North Britons, and was, most probably, in the 
same conflict, as he is recorded to have been engaged, on other 
occasions, against the Saxons.] 

X. The three Equity-dispensing Knights of the Court of 
Arthur: Bias the son of the Prince of Llychlyn, Cadawg the 
son of G>rynlliw Vilwr, and Pedrogl Pt^ladrddelit son of 
the King of India. The qualities of these were to defend all 
slaves, orphans, widows, virgins, and all who had devoted 
themselves under the protection of God and his peace, and 
aiU ppor, and feeble, withqut exception, and to save them 
from violence, oppression, and injury : Bias by the common 
law, and Pedrogl by the law of arms, and Cadawg by the 
law of the church and the ordinances of God. And they 
acted neither from respect, nor from fear, nor from love, nor from 
hatred, nor from motive, nor from complaisance, nor from an- 
ger, nor from mercy of any kind, but only as it >vas right and 
equitable according to the law of God, the nature of goodness, 
and the demands of justice. 

[The first series only, Triad lxxxiv., ajtrees with this. The 
" Various Readings," instead of the " Prince," have the " Earl," 
of Llychlyn, but, in other respects, only vary the phraseology 
without making any change in the meaning. Of Bias we have no 
other record ; Llychlyn may imply Denmark. See Cambro-Bri- 
TON, vol. i. p. 49. Cadawg is the same as Catwg the Wise, 
whose maxims have appeared so often in these pages, and of 
whom notices may be found in the first vplume, pp. 11 and 52. 
We can say no more of Pedrogl than is here recorded ; the epi- 
thet Paladrddellt, affixed to liis name, means " the splintered 
shaft or spear."] 

XI. The three Kingly Knights of the Court of Arthur : Mor- 
gan Mwynvawr ab Adras, and Medrawd ab Llew ab €yn- 
varch, and Hywel son of Emyr Llydaw. It was their quality 
to be so placid and mild, and so pure in their discourse,' that 
it would be difficult for any one in the world to refuse or deny 
what they asked. 
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[Triad Lxxxiii. of the first series has, instead of Morgati 
Mwyavawr, Nasiens king of Denmark, but corresponds in 
other respects with this ; the memorial does not occur in the 
second. The " Various Readings" also adopt Nasiens, and dif- 
fer moreover from the Triad here translated as follows : — " And 
there was neither emperor nor king, that could refuse any request 
to these three by reason of their fairness and wisdom, when they 
addressed them in peace ; and likewise there was neither warrior 
nor combatant, that could stop them, when they attacked them in 
war, how good soever their arms ; and, on this account, they were 
called itte three kingly knights." — Of Morgan Mwynvawr we 
. have no other notices, unless he is to be identified with a distin- 
guished Welsh prince of the same name, who lived in the eleventh 
<5entury, if so, the name occurs erroneously here, and Nasiena, 
as substituted in other copies, must be correct, but of him we 
have no other account. Medrawd has been mentioned before in 
this work : see vol. i. pp. 171 and 202. This is the only record of 
Hywel.] 

XII. The three Courteous Knights of the Court of Arthur, 
the best towards every guest and stranger, and the most li- 
beral of their gifts and kindnesses : Gwalchmai ab Gwyar, and 
Garwy son of Geraint ab Erbin, and Cadair ail Seitliin Saidi. 
And nobody would be denied what he sought from their cour- 
tesy; and so great was their courteous disposition towards 
every one, that what he gained was the same as if a frienid 
had obtained it on account of his real friendship. 

[This Triad does not occur in the other two series. Gwalch- 
mai and Cadair have been noticed above. There is no other me- 
morial of Garwy ; Geraint, his father, was a prince of the West 
Britons and fell, under Arthur, in the Battle of Llongborth, on 
which occasion an Elegy, still extant, was composed by Llywarch 
H6n. There is also a memoir or romance of him, entitled " Ystoria 
Geraint," in the Red Book of Hergest, in Jesus College.] 

XIII. The three Privileged* Knights of the Court of Arthur : 
Eithevy the son of Gwrgawn, and Coleddawg the son of 
Gwyn, and Geraint Hir the son of Cymmannon Hen. They 
were plebeians, the sons of vassals ; but their word, and their 
disposition for honesty, urbanity, gentleness, wisdom, bravery, 
justice, mercy, and every praiseworthy quality and science, 

• The oii£;inal word is, in one copy, anhiiol, ami, in another, anheol, the 
import of which appears in the setjuel; wc have adopted the word " pri- 
vilt'c;ed," as the nearest translation without a peripiira.'iis. 
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either in peace or war, was so good, diat the Comrt of Arthur, 
its privileges and freedom, were made subsenrient to them. 

[The names only, with some trivial variations, are recorded in 
the first series. Triad lxii., without the explanation^ and the se- 
cond has no notice of them. We have no other accoant of the^ 
" privileged knights."] 

XIV. The three Knights of the Court of Arthnr, that guard- 
ed the Greal : Cadawg the son of Gwynlliw, and holy lUtud 
the Knight, and Peredur the sou of £vrawg< 

[It is extremely difficult to reconcile this Triad with die other 
copies. The second series, indeed, does not contain it; but 
Triad LXi. of the first series records three ^ttfferent persons, as 
those, who " obtained," not " gaarded," the Grea], while the 
circumstances, ascribed to them, correspond rather with those in 
the Triad, immediately following this, of the " three continent 
knights," though the names are different from them also. The 
" Various Readings," on the other hand, correct the Triad in the 
first series, just noticed, and, instead of the " three fciki^ts 4hat 
obtained the Greal," substitute the " three virgin knights," which, 
ttom what we have above stated, is the most probable reading. 
In that case, theTrfad, we now translate, is the only one contain- 
ing a memorial of the celebrated Greal, an ancient collection, it 
would appear, of Tales concerning Arthur and his Knights, and 
abo of the Mysteries of the Round Table. It has been long lost, 
and, from the manner in which it has been deplored by the bards, 
we may form some estimate of its traditional value. Davydd ab 
Gwilym, in the 14th century, alludes to it in the following couplet: 

" Rhodiais i'th geisio, iaith ddigasog, 
Mai y Greal, myn y grog." 
I've sought thee, what I say is real. 
As though I went to seek the Greal. 

And Guto y Glyn, in the next century, is still more explicit : — 

" Am un Uyvyr i mae 'n llevain, 
A gar mwy nag aur a main, 
Y Greal teg i'r wlad hon-i 
Uyvr o enwog varchogion, 
Llyvr o greft yr hoU vord gron." 
One book, 'fore all, he does deplore. 
Than gold or gems esteems it more. 

The Greal, Cymru's pride ; 
Where Arthur's Knights their feats display, 
And that Round Board, of ancient day, 
Its mysteries beside. 
Frequent mention of this celebrated book occurs in the Mab- 
nogion, and there is a MS. in the Hengwrt Library, now re- 
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moved to Rug, entitled " Llyvyr y Greal," — The Book of the 
Grcal ; but what eorrespondence it may bear with the ancient 
book, above noticed, we know not. Mr. fidw. Llwyd, in his 
Arehaohgia Britannica, describes it as containing stories of Ar- 
thur and his warriors. It formerly belonged to the celebrated an> 
titjuary. Sir John Pryse. Of the persons, here recorded as the 
guardians of t^e Greal, Cadawg, or Catwg, has already been no- 
ticed ; and a notice of Illtnd may be seen in the second volume, 
p. 98. Peredur was a chieftain of North Britain, and, probably, 
the same that is celebrated in the Gododin. He is al«o the hero 
of one of the Mabinogion.] 

XV. The three Continent Knights of the Ceurt of Arthutr: 
Cadawg ab Gwylilliw, and Illtud the Knight, and Bwrt the 
son of Bwrt, King of Llychlyn ; that is to say, neither of them 
ever committed any carnal sin, nor would they form any ma* 
trimonial connection, nor have any concern with women, but 
«hose to live ad bachelors, and to conduct themselves aiscord- 
ing t9 tli>3 law of God and the JPaith of Christ. 

[In Triad Lxi. of the first series, above alladed to, the cir- 
cumstances, which correspond with those in this Triad, are ap- 
propriated to " Galath ab Llawnslot dy Lac, Peredur ab Evrog, 
and Bwrt the son of king Bwrt." But an exception is made as to 
the latter in one instance, when he yielded to the allurements of a 
daughter of King Brangor, afterwards Empress of Constantino>- 
pie, " who was descended," says the Triad, " from the line of 
David the Prophet, as the History of the Greal bears witness." — • 
Who this Bwrt was does not appear, as we have no other meimO'' 
rials of him.] 

XVL The three Battle-knights of the Court of Arthur t 
namely, Cadwr £arl of Cornwall, and Llawnslot dy Lac, and 
Owain ab Urien Rheged. The qualities of these were, that 
they never retreated on account either oi a spear, or of an ar- 
row, or of a sword ; and Arthur experienced no disgrace in 
battle from the day, on which he saw their faces, and, for 
that, they were called the three Battle-knights. 

[Tliis and the following Triad were published from a MS. in the 
possession of Paul Panton, Esq. of Plasgwyn, Anglesey, and are 
in addition to those iii the three regular series inserted in the Ar- 
chaiology. Of the first two names we are unable to give any ac-" 
count; but Owain ab Urien has. been noticed in a former Triad, 
translated in the Cambro-Briton, as one of the " three fair 
princes." See vol, i. p. 204.] 

roL. III. 8 B 
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XVI 1. The three Illusory Knights of the Court of Arthur: 
that is to say, Menw ab Teirgwaedd, Trytsan ab Tallwg, and 
Cai Hir ab Cynyr the Knight; for they could appear in wliSt 
form they choose, when they were in difficulty, and, on that 
account,r no one could prevent their superiority, between their 
strength, their prowess, their fascination, and their illusion. 

[A Triad, somewhat similar to this, but different with respect 
to two of the n^mes, appeared in the second volume, p. 389, to 
v*hicli we refer the reader for an account of Mettw. Trystan ab 
Tallwch has also been noticed in some previous Triads ; he is tiie 
seme as Sir Tri8tr4m, immortalized in romantic lore. Cai Hir 
was a nephew of Arthur, and is distinguished as his attendant in 
several fabulous tales in which Arthur performs a principal part.] 



GENEALOGY OF THE SAINTS*. 

[Continued/roin p. 338.] 
P. 

PaBIALI, one of the solis of Brycfaan, who, with his bro- 
thers Nefai and Pasgen, was by a Spiinish woman. 

Pabo, the son of Arthwys ab Mar a:b Ceneu ab Coel 
6'odebog. He is generally styled Pabo Post Prydain, or Pabo 
the Pillar of Britain : and he is said to be the oldest of the 
saints of Mon. Llanbabo in Moo is dedicated to him ; and 
his tomb is still preserved there, whereon there is an inscription, 
which is given by Rowland, in his M ona Antiqua Restaurata. 

Padakn, the son of Petrwn ab Emyr Llyddaw, and the 
cousin of Cadvan. Llanbadam Vawr and Llanbadarn Odyn, 
both ih Ceredigion, are dedicated to him. 

Padran, the son of Corun ab Ceredig ab Cunedda TTledig, 
and the brother of Caranog, Pedyr, and Tyrnog. 

pADRid, the son of AUvryd ab Goronwy, of Gwaredog in 
Arvon. He was sent by Pope Coelestine to convert the 
Crwyddelians. — Rowland. Llanbadrig in Mon is dedicated to 
him : " Llanbadrig in Mon belonged to the Brython of Ystrad 
Clwyd, in the North." 

Pasgen, one of the sons of Brychan, a full brother to Nefai 
and Pabiali. 

• Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 49--52. 



